
  

  

  

               
 

 

January 19, 2010 

 

 RSS 

 

NEWS  

National  

Politics  

Business  

Sci-Tech  

Sports  

Arts & Entertainment 

World  

Opinion  

Tip of the Day  

PEOPLE  

HOT ISSUE  

INSIDE KOREA  

City Life  

Events  

Travel  

Korea 101  

VIDEO CLIPS  

PHOTOS  

LATEST NEWS  

englishnews@chosun.com / Jan. 18, 2010 12:58 KST 

Related Articles 

U.S. Envoy Urges Release of Activist Held Captive in N.Korea  

N.Korea Confirms Activist's Arrest  

N.Korea Arrests U.S. Missionary  

Activist Who Walked into N.Korea 'Motivated by Faith'  

Activist's Incursion into N.Korea Creates Dilemma for Rights Groups  

Rights Activist in Daredevil Crossing into N.Korea  

UN Human Rights Council Condemns N.Korea  

New U.S. Envoy for N.Korean Human Rights Confirmed  

Seoul Backs UN Resolution on N.Korean Human Rights  

Activist Talks About Human Rights in N.Korea  

Home > Politics  E-mail   Print   List

Activist Presents Headache for N.Korea

An evangelical activist who walked across the 

frozen Duman (or Tumen) river into North Korea on

Christmas Eve to demand improvement of human 

rights got as far as Bangwon-ni village in Hoeryong,

North Hamgyong Province, where he was arrested 

by North Korean boarder guards.  

 

Sources say Robert Park, an ethnic Korean, told 

them he is an American citizen and came to call for 

human rights improvements and to urge leader Kim

Jong-il "to repent." In response, the guards beat 
him to within an inch of his life. Even remaining 

silent while another person denounces the leader 

or the system is a punishable offence in North 

Korea, so the guards were unlikely to react with 

equanimity in such an uncompromising climate.  

 

The guards then checked Park's passport and reported the event to the provincial 

office of the State Safety and Security Agency, who relayed it to headquarters. 

Officers from headquarters arrived within three days and took Park to Pyongyang. 

 

They merely rebuked the guards for being over-zealous in their beating of Park. "I 

heard from soldiers that he was beaten so severely that he will need several 

months to recover," said a Hoeryong resident who recently fled to China.  

 

North Korea seems to be in a quandary. Chances are that Park will continue his 

resistance by going on hunger strike or other means. But since his demands go to 

the core of what the regime is about, they cannot just leave him alone or release 

him. If the North decides to release him only because he is an American citizen 

despite denouncing the North Korean system, the double standards could 

exacerbate anger among the population, where discontent is already fomenting due

to deteriorating living conditions.  

 

Dealing with Park is apparently causing confusion since there is no precedent for 

such cases in North Korea. Some sources say the regime has to make an example 

of Park, but the regime will have trouble making any decision as the case is being 

monitored closely by the U.S. since he is an American citizen. Park's own attitude 

will therefore play a large part in determining whether he can be subject to some 

kind of negotiated release.  

 

Robert Park 

 E-mail   Print   List Top

PEOPLE 

Violinist Stefan Jackiw 
Continues Family's 
Legacy in the Arts 

Eungie Joo Selected to 
Curate U.S. New Museum 
Triennial 

Most Read 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Popular 

 

 

 

 

 

More Stories 

Asia Becomes Land of Opportunities for 
Korean Businesses  

U.S.-China Conflict Tops List of Global 
Risks for 2010  

Choco Pie Rules Black Market in N.Korea  

http://english.chosun.com/
http://www.chosun.com/
http://japanese.chosun.com/
http://chn.chosun.com/
http://english.chosun.com/
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html
http://english.chosun.com/svc/people_list.html?catid=B
http://english.chosun.com/svc/hotissue_list.html?code=The%20Buzz
http://english.chosun.com/inside/index.html
http://english.chosun.com/svc/video_list.html?catid=9
http://english.chosun.com/svc/photo_list.html?catid=C
http://myhome.chosun.com/english/rss_list.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/01/18/2010011800848.html#
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=11
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=12
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=21
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=22
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=3
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=4
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=5
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=6
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=7
http://english.chosun.com/svc/people_list.html?catid=B
http://english.chosun.com/svc/hotissue_list.html?code=The%20Buzz
http://english.chosun.com/inside/index.html
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=81
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=84
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=82
http://english.chosun.com/svc/list.html?catid=85
http://english.chosun.com/svc/video_list.html?catid=9
http://english.chosun.com/svc/photo_list.html?catid=C
http://myhome.chosun.com/english/rss_list.html
http://english.chosun.com/rss/index.html
http://english.chosun.com/ontheborder
http://english.chosun.com/
javascript:fontSz('-');
javascript:fontSz('+');
javascript:mailOpen()
javascript:printOpen('')
javascript:goList()
mailto:englishnews@chosun.com
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/01/13/2010011300273.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/30/2009123000283.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/29/2009122900672.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/29/2009122900614.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/29/2009122900250.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/28/2009122800194.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/12/09/2009120900641.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/11/23/2009112301029.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/11/02/2009110200220.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2009/10/13/2009101300899.html
javascript:mailOpen()
javascript:printOpen('')
javascript:goList()
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/01/18/2010011800848.html#


 Ads by Google 

South Korea Flight 
Instant $10 Off on All Airlines. Tickets Use Coupon Code AD10 Hurry! 

CheapOair.com/South-Korea-Flights 

Boots Made in North Korea 
High quality winter boots will keep your child's feet warm and dry. 

BarnabasTrading.com 

Latest North Korea News 
World News and Int'l Business from the Leading International Source 

FT.com 

Copyright © 2009 Chosun.com All rights reserved. 

About Us | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Advertise with Us | Contact Us | Site Map

http://english.chosun.com/
http://pr.chosun.com/chosun_english/index.asp
http://english.chosun.com/term.html
http://english.chosun.com/policy.html
http://english.chosun.com/ad.html
http://english.chosun.com/contact.html
http://english.chosun.com/sitemap.html

